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1.0  Introduction

1.1  Objectives of the chapter

1.1.1 Define tree island communities

1.1.2 Identify other wetland systems where tree island communities, like those found in the Everglades, occur

1.1.3 Describe tree island systems, what is known about their origin, major vegetation functional groups, and primary environmental drivers affecting the tree islands. This will be done for each group described

1.1.4 Determine themes common to all tree islands. Common themes could be environmental, geological, or vegetative

2.0  Tree Islands in Riverine Wetlands

2.1  Kafue Flats, Southern Africa

2.2  Pantanal of Mato Grosso, Brazil

2.3  Riparian sandbar thickets (Alaska, Wisconsin, New Mexico)

2.4  Seasonal floodplain lakes, Northern Territory, Australia

3.0  Tree Islands in North American Peatlands

3.1  Minnesota peatlands

3.2  Okefenokee Swamp, Georgia

3.3  Peat plateaus and Northern Ribbed Fens of the Subartic Region, Canada

4.0  Tree Islands in Coastal Wetlands

4.1  Hammocks (petenes) Campeche, Yucatan, and Quintana Roo, Mexico (Islands in a freshwater matrix)

5.0  Common features of tree islands described

5.1  Origin and genesis of the islands/geologic forces

5.2  Hydroperiod

5.3  Vegetation structure

5.4  Morphology of the islands

5.5  Concluding remarks
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